I am not aware that any one has ever written a dissertation upon this subject. There has been some talk on the hygiene of the mouth, during the past year, but no one has attempted to explain the philosophy of a tooth-brush: how it should be constructed, and its proper use. It is a lamentable fact that but little thought and ingenuity has ever been given to it, although thousands Two bachelor brothers had left their dentist on account of not being able to arrest the disease which, he said, was fast cutting their teeth away, both upper and lower. It was noticed that a groove near the cervix on the buccal and labial sides, as far back as the second molars, was being cut
The dentist said it was a disease, and more care must be taken. The brush, with washes and powders, must be applied thrice daily. The apparently specific disease spread, in epidemic form, with both brothers. Filling was resorted to, but with little good results. It was looked upon as an incurable disease, the only remedy being brushing. When they came to me they were frantic. In making my diagnosis, I was satisfied, from my previous experience, that the whole trouble arose from the injudicious use of the brush and powders. They spent fifteen minutes after each meal in this work of preservation, as they thought, and once before retiring. They seemed to have nothing to do but think of their teeth and how they should avert the calamity impending. The 
